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Stories from Our Community Gardens
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Layout of Toh Yi RN Community Garden.
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(From left)  
Michelle Sai,  

Pritika Reddy and  
Maria Stella Jeyabalan.
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Improving the Yield 
with Innovation
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We chose to have peripheral 
planting instead of fences because 
we wanted to have an open 
concept, where residents could 
walk in and feel welcome. 

Judy Soo
Garden Leader & CIB Ambassador
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Gardening

Gardening Tip!
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Turmeric 
(Curcuma longa)

When choosing 
fresh turmerics 
to grow, look for 
those with visible 
growth buds (eyes). 
Cut turmeric into 
sections, with each 
piece having 2 to 
3 buds. Allow them 
to dry overnight 
before planting into  
the soil.

Avocado  
(Persea americana)

Look for smooth 
skinned fruit 
varieties or those 
that are known 
to grow within 
the Southeast 
Asian region, 
so that there is a 
higher chance 
of flowering and 
fruiting.

Pandan  
(Pandanus  
amaryllifolius)

Pandan loves the 
sun, so choose a 
sunny spot with 
well-drained soil for 
optimum growth.

Rosemary  
(Salvia rosmarinus)

Rosemary grows 
best under full sun, 
and does not like 
wet feet (soggy soil 
around its roots) 
so allow the soil 
(media) to dry 
out slightly before 
watering again.

The gardeners 
come together 

to celebrate with 
food, gardening, 

and arts and craft.

The Sampan Planters
There are some interesting details painted into 
the sampan planters. The first is the eye. In 
Chinese lion dance, the action of dotting the 
eye of the lion dance costume awakens its spirit. 
Likewise, dotting the eye of the boat gives it life. 
The eye also acts as a load waterline by marking 
the water level at which the sampan is fully 
loaded and cannot take more cargo.

Another detail is the colour. In the early days 
of Singapore, the boats are painted in different 
colours to represent the different dialect groups. 
However, most of the sampan planters in the 
garden are painted in multi-colours.  

The old garden had plots at ground level. The 
sampan planters were built at about waist level 
to cater to elderly volunteers who cannot bend 
their backs, and to those on wheelchairs. 

The gardeners love 
my chiffon and 
tapioca cakes, so 
sometimes I bake for 
them using ingredients 
from the garden. 

Li Juan
Garden Leader
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Plant Adoption
The gardeners come together regularly 
to propagate new plants from seeds 
or stem cuttings. These are placed on 
a rack for residents take freely – their   
way to promote neighbourliness.
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